
Week 3 & 4 

Topic: Rights and Duties of Citizens 
Rights and Duties of Citizens 

Right refers to the responsibility of a nation to an individual, for example rights to education, 
right to life, rights to opinion, freedom of expression, right to private and family life, rights to 
freedom of thought. 

Duties on the other hand refer to the responsibility of a citizen to his or her country, for example 
obedience to laid down rules and regulations, payment of taxes etc. 

Rights are legal, social, or ethical principles of freedom or entitlement; that is, rights are the 
fundamental normative rules about what is allowed of people or owed to people, according to 
some legal system, social convention, or ethical theory. Rights are of essential importance in 
such disciplines as law and ethics, especially theories of justice and deontology. 

Rights are often considered fundamental to civilization, for they are regarded as established 
pillars of society and culture, and the history of social conflicts can be found in the history of 
each right and its development. According to the Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, “rights 
structure the form of governments, the content of laws, and the shape of morality as it is 
currently perceived”. 

• Natural rights are rights which are “natural” in the sense of “not artificial, not man-
made”, as in rights deriving from human nature or from the edicts of a god. They are 
universal; that is, they apply to all people, and do not derive from the laws of any specific 
society. They exist necessarily, inhere in every individual, and can’t be taken away. For 
example, it has been argued that humans have a natural right to life. These are 
sometimes called moral rights or inalienable rights. 

• Legal rights, in contrast, are based on a society’s customs, laws, statutesor actions 
by legislatures. An example of a legal right is the right to vote of citizens. Citizenship, 
itself, is often considered as the basis for having legal rights, and has been defined as 
the “right to have rights”. Legal rights are sometimes called civil rights or statutory 
rights and are culturally and politically relative since they depend on a specific societal 
context to have meaning. 

Some thinkers see rights in only one sense while others accept that both senses have a 
measure of validity. There has been considerable philosophical debate about these senses 
throughout history. For example, Jeremy Bentham believed that legal rights were the essence of 
rights, and he denied the existence of natural rights; whereas Thomas Aquinas held that rights 
purported by positive law but not grounded in natural law were not properly rights at all, but only 
a facade or pretense of rights.  
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Topic: Differences between Rights and Duties 
 

 

Differences between rights and duties 

 Rights Duties 

citizen. Rights are the privileges an 
individual has as a 

Duties are the responsibilities of 
the individual. 
 

  Rights serve as benefit to the 
citizen. 
 

Duties serve as benefit to the 
nation 

 

  

  

Rights 

Rights are legal, social or ethical principles of freedom that people are entitled for by a 
governing body, whereas duties are responsibilities or obligations of an individual, by the 
governing body, that are required to done by the said individual. 

Rights and duties are two sides of the same coin. One does not exist without the other. The test 
of someone has the ‘right’ to something is by whether if someone else has the duty to provide it. 
The two terms ‘right and its correlative duty’ are inseparable from each other. So, to understand 
the difference between them, we differentiate the two terms. 

Rights ‘Rights’ are defined as the normative rules that are set by a legal jurisdiction, and are 
owned by the people. Rights are something that every human being deserves, no matter where 
they come from, or are born in, or where they live in. Rights are generally written into laws. 
Based on this, people can very easily challenge or defend their rights in the court of law. 

It is important to remember that rights are based on a set of agreed behavior and 
responsibilities that are expected to result in mutual respect and cooperation. A right is not just a 
law that allows individuals or governing bodies to do or say anything they wish. It is the 
foundation or framework on which society as a whole structure and defines itself. It is 
considered to be one of the pillars that let to the establishment of our society and culture. 

 Duties 



Other such pillar is ‘duty’, because every rights existence is based on the existence of its duty. 
The term ‘duty’ is derived from the word ‘due’ which means ‘to owe someone’, is a term that 
conveys moral commitment to someone or something. ‘Duties’ are defined as things that are to 
be completed or be followed by an individual. It is extremely important for an individual to 
perform their duties, so as to protect their rights for the benefit of the society. 

The primary difference between rights and duties is that right is based on privilege granted to an 
individual, whereas duty is based on accountability of performing that duty by an individual. It is 
extremely important for people to full fill their duties of obeying laws, paying taxes, serving in 
court, attending school, participating in government, respecting others, respecting diversity, etc. 
Similarly, the rights of a citizen are freedom of speech, press, petition and assembly, quartering 
warrants or arrests, etc. 

In conclusion, the difference between rights and responsibilities is that rights are given to people 
to protect their basic freedoms, whereas responsibility is given to those in charge to uphold 
those rights. People take on responsibilities in exchange for the rights they get. Though, any 
abuse of the duties can lead to unwanted problems. 

Importance of Rights and Duties of Citizens 

• Social Control: This is a measure put in place to guide against unruly behaviour in the 
society, for example, the constitution of Nigeria serves as a means of enhancing social 
control. 

• Peace: Through the rights and duties of the citizen, peace is promoted In the country. 

• Due process: Through this, activities are carried out in a well organized manner in order 
to promote orderliness. 

• Discipline: Through right and duties 

Obligation 

Obligation refers to expectations from citizens in given society. In other words obligations simply 
mean the legal or moral responsibility of a citizen. Obligations refer to the expectations from 
citizens in a given society. It also means the legal or moral responsibility of a citizen. 

Types of Obligation 

1. Economic and financial obligations: This is the obligation that a citizen must perform in 
the area of payment of tax, the citizens taxes are used to provide social amenities and 
constructions of road. The tax is the means by which the government generates funds. 

2. Civic and political obligations: This is the obligation that states that citizens must obey 
the law of the land. It is the duty of every citizen to obey the law and its constituted 
authority, also to vote during election. 



3. Social obligation: It is the duty of the citizen to respect the national symbol and to be 
loyal to the country. Social obligation also entails the participation of citizens in 
environmental cleanliness of the society. 

Consequences of Failure of Performance of Obligations 

1. It leads to the breakdown of rules and regulation 

2. It causes disunity in the society 

3. It can lead to political instability 

4. There will be no development in the country 

5. It indicates the lack of cooperation in the state 

6. There will be insecurity in the state. 

 

 

 

 

  



Topic – Types of Rights of a Citizen 
 

Introduction 

Every Nigerian has rights, duties, liabilities and privileges, which are provided for in the 
hundreds of laws that exist in Nigeria. However, there are certain rights that basically trump all 
other ones. They are rights that are referred to as inalienable rights, rights for which the law 
has made specific and special provision. 

These rights are contained in Chapter IV of the 1999 Constitution of the Federal Republic of 
Nigeria, and are officially known as Fundamental Rights. 

This article will explain what these key rights are, because every Nigerian really should know 
about these rights. 

1. RIGHT TO LIFE 

This is the most important right of every Nigerian (and in fact every human being). The right that 
everyone has to ‘exist’, and no one can intentionally deprive a person of this right, either an 
individual or the Government, unless in the execution of a sentence of the court in respect of a 
criminal offence. 

In a nutshell, what this right says is that no one can take your life unless you have carried out a 
capital crime; you have been tried by a competent court, and found guilty. 

Exceptions 

However, with every right (as you will see below), there are exceptions. In regard to the right to 
life, the exceptions are: 

• If s/he dies as a result of the use of reasonable force for the defense of any person from 
unlawful violence or for the defense of property 

• If s/he dies as a result of the use of reasonable force in order to effect a lawful arrest or 
to prevent the escape of a person lawfully detained; or 

• If s/he dies as a result of the use of reasonable force for the purpose of suppressing a 
riot, insurrection or mutiny. 

2. RIGHT TO DIGNITY 

This right basically means that every Nigerian has a right to not be subjected to torture or 
inhuman/degrading treatment, and no Nigerian should be held in circumstances which amount 
to slavery or servitude. It also provides that no one should be required to perform forced of 
compulsory labour. 



Exceptions 

‘Forced labour’ doesn’t include: 

• any labour required in consequence of the sentence or order of a court; 

• any labour required of members of the Armed Forces, Police Force, compulsory national 
service 

• in the case of persons who have conscientious objections to service in the armed forces 
of the Federation, any labour required instead of such service; 

• any labour required which is reasonably necessary in the event of any emergency or 
calamity threatening the life or well-being of the community; or 

• any labour or service that forms part of normal communal or other civic obligations of the 
well-being of the community. 

3. RIGHT TO PERSONAL LIBERTY 

This right guarantees that individuals have a right to their liberty. This means that no individual 
must be deprived of his or her right to liberty or freedom unless it’s in accordance with the law. 

Where a person is detained in lawful custody he/she has the following rights: 

1. Right to remain silent and not answer any questions unless/until speaking to a Lawyer 

2. Right to be informed in writing, within 24 hours, of the facts and grounds for his arrest or 
detention. 

3. To be brought before a court within a reasonable time, and if not tried within 2 months 
(for individuals in custody/not entitled to bail) and 3 months (for individuals released on 
bail), they shall be released either unconditionally or upon such conditions as are 
reasonably necessary to ensure that he appears for trial at a later date (without prejudice 
to any further proceedings that may be brought against the individual) 

4. Not to be kept awaiting trial in detention for a period longer than the maximum period of 
imprisonment for the offence he/she is accused of 

Exceptions 

• Execution of a court order or sentence 

• Lawful arrest for commission of an offence or to prevent commission of an offence 

• Restrictions placed on an individual who us under 18 years old for the purpose of his/her 
education or welfare 



• Restrictions placed on people suffering from infectious diseases, persons of unsound 
mind, and drug/alcohol addicts, which are imposed for their care and treatment and/or 
the protection of the community. 

• Immigration/Border protection and lawful expulsion or extradition 

4. RIGHT TO FAIR HEARING 

This right guarantees that in the determination of an individual’s civil rights and obligations a 
person shall be entitled to “a fair hearing within a reasonable time by a court or other 
tribunal established by law and constituted in such manner as to secure its 
independence and impartiality.” 

This right guarantees the following: 

• Presumption of innocence 

• Public trial for criminal offence (except in certain circumstances – public safety/order, 
welfare of child offenders etc.) 

• Written charge informing the individual of the detail and nature of the offence 

• Adequate time and facilities for preparation of his/her defense 

• Right to a legal practitioner of his/her choice 

• Right to examine witnesses and call witnesses of his/her own 

• Right to interpreter if he/she cannot understand the language used at the trial 

• Access to the records of the trial proceedings 

• A person can’t be found guilty of a criminal offence on account of any act or omission 
that did not, at the time it took place, constitute such an offence, and no penalty shall be 
imposed for any criminal offence heavier than the penalty in force at the time the offence 
was committed 

• No person can be tried for a criminal offence if he/she has been previously either 
convicted or acquitted for that offence or for a criminal offence having the same 
ingredients as that offence unless upon the order of a superior court. 

• No person who shows that he has been pardoned for a criminal offence shall again be 
tried for that offence. 

• No person who is tried for a criminal offence shall be compelled to give evidence at the 
trial. 

• No person shall be convicted of a criminal offence unless that offence is defined and the 
penalty is prescribed in a written law 



5. RIGHT TO PRIVACY 

The 1999 Constitution guarantees and protects “the privacy of citizens, their homes, 
correspondence, telephone conversations and telegraphic communications...” 

The constitution does not go into detail to explain exactly how this is protected and if there are 
any exceptions, and unfortunately there has not been much judicial review of this right. 

However, from reading the provision it is obvious that there are 3 elements there: 

• Privacy of the individual: this would protect an individual against unlawful invasive 
procedures such as drug testing, blood testing. 

• Privacy of the Home: which would include protection from unlawful entry or harassment 
of an individual’s home 

• Privacy of Correspondence, Conversations and Communications: this protects the 
privacy of an individual’s mail, telephones conversations, email and other forms of 
communication 

6. RIGHT TO FREEDOM OF THOUGHT, CONSCIENCE AND RELIGION 

This right guarantees that an individual may manifest and propagate his religion or belief in 
worship, teaching, practice and observance. It also guarantees the right of an individual to 
change his religion or belief. 

The constitutional right prevents forced indoctrination in any place of education; however no 
religious community or denomination is prevented from providing religious instruction for pupils 
of that community or denomination in any place of education maintained wholly by that 
community or denomination. 

Exception 

The right does not entitle any person to form, take part in the activity or be a member of a secret 
society. 

7. RIGHT TO FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION 

Every Nigerian is entitled to freedom of expression, including freedom to hold opinions and to 
receive and impart ideas and information without interference, and is entitled to own, establish 
and operate any medium for the dissemination of information, ideas and opinions: 

Exceptions 

• Only persons authorized by the Government upon fulfilling conditions laid down by an 
Act of the National Assembly may own, establish or operate a television or wireless 
broadcasting station. 



• Laws validly created for the purpose of preventing the disclosure of information received 
in confidence, maintaining the authority and independence of courts or regulating 
telephony, wireless broadcasting, television or the exhibition of cinematograph films 

• Laws validly created for the purpose of imposing restrictions on Government official or 
members of the Armed Forces/Police or other government security agencies. 

8. RIGHT TO FREEDOM OF ASSEMBLY AND ASSOCIATION 

Every individual has a right to assembly freely and associate with other person, and he/she may 
form or belong to any political party, trade union or other association. 

Exception 

The right to form or belong to a political party is subject to the powers of the Independent 
National Electoral Commission to recognize political parties as validly formed and meeting all 
the relevant criteria. 

9. RIGHT TO FREEDOM OF MOVEMENT 

Every citizen of Nigeria is entitled to move freely throughout Nigeria and to reside in any part of 
it, and no citizen of Nigeria shall be expelled from Nigeria or refused entry or exit from it. 

Exceptions 

• Restrictions on the residence or movement of persons who have committed or 
reasonably suspected to have committed a criminal offence in order to prevent the 
person from leaving Nigeria. 

• Lawful extradition 

10. RIGHT TO FREEDOM FROM DISCRIMINATION 

No citizen of Nigeria is to be subjected to any disabilities or restrictions based solely on the fact 
that he/she is a member of a particular community, ethnic group, place of origin, sex, religion or 
political opinion, or circumstances of his/her birth. 

No citizen of Nigeria is to be accorded any privilege or advantage that is not accorded to 
citizens of Nigeria of other communities, ethnic groups, places of origin, sex, religions or political 
opinions, or circumstances of his/her birth. 

Exception 

Restrictions with respect to the appointment of any person to any office under the State or as a 
member of the Armed Forces/ Police Force or to an office in the service of a body, corporate 
established directly by any law in force in Nigeria. 

11. RIGHT TO OWN PROPERTY 



Every citizen of Nigeria has the right to acquire and own immovable property anywhere in 
Nigeria. 

Exception 

• Compulsory acquisition by the Government in certain stated circumstances (and upon 
prompt payment of compensation) 

• Valid laws dealing with tax, penalties for forfeiture, enemy property, temporary 
possession for environmental reasons etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

  



	


